
Index of European Roofs illustrated by Friedrich Ostendorf 

in Die Geschichte des Dachwerks (Leipzig, 1908) 

 

This remarkable publication by the architect Friedrich Ostendorf 

(born 1871 Lippstadt, and died 1915 Arras) includes 364 figures of 

detailed drawings of European timber roofs, mostly medieval. Their 

range is extraordinary, and while some of the illustrations were 

borrowed from printed sources, the collection represents his 

remarkable skill and industry in recording many complex roof 

structures on an extensive series of travels across Europe before the 

Great War (including several that were not to survive into the 21st 

century).  

Not the least interesting is the range of the English material (most of it never previously published), 

and while it has been suggested that Ostendorf had not travelled to England, he clearly states that  

‘I have never set out with the intention of studying roofs, but have only examined them, 

and often drawn them, where they lay in my way.  Thus I have seen a great many in 

Germany, Italy, France and England, and some in the Netherlands.  Only for the roofs of 

Norway, which I did not know from my own inspection, did I have to rely on the 

material collected by others.’ [Vorwort. p.iii] 

Ostendorf’s archive (and sketchbooks) are preserved in the Südwestdeutsche Archiv für Architektur 

und Ingenieurbau (saai) at the Karlsruher Institut für Technologie. They have published a colloquium 

on his life and work: J. Kleinmanns (ed.), Friedrich Ostendorf: Bauten und Schriften (Müry 

Salzmann Verlag, Salzburg 2010).   For a digital copy of Die Geschichte des Dachwerks, see 

http://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/ostendorf1908 

This index was begun as a list of English roofs and has been extended to cover all of 

Ostendorf’s illustrations; it essentially identifies the countries and places, and not necessarily 

the individual buildings.  In interpreting a number of ambiguities in Ostendorf’s description 

of figures and places, I have been most kindly helped by Herr Klaus Freckmann, Berlin.  

Julian Munby       Oxford, revised 22 March, 2020    Jtmunby@gmail.com 

 

Index, by country, of figure (not page) numbers, for roofs illustrated in  

Friedrich Ostendorf Die Geschichte des Dachwerks (1908) 

 
Austria 
Braunau (Upper Austria): Spitalkirche 313; St 

Stephan 84 
Pfarrkirche von Mauk (Lower Austria) 123 
Salzburg (Salzburg): Klosterkirche 89 
Schwaz (Tirol): Kirche 134 
St. Leonhard in Tamsweg (Salzburg): 43 
Wien (Vienna): St Stephan 125 
 

Belgium 
Antwerp: Fleischhalle 158 
 
Czech Republic 
Prague: Teynkirch 315; Altstadter 

Brueckenturm 340 
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England   
Aldham (Essex): Church porch 201 
Bramford (Suff.): South aisle 266 
Bristol (Som.): Colston’s House 195; 

Canynges House 188; Spicers House 187 
Capel St Mary (Suff.): Nave 192 
Charney Bassett (Berks): Manor 172 
Chichester (Suss.): Cathedral i [p.87] Cloister 

178aa; Bishop’s Kitchen 286a; St Mary’s 
Hospital 180aa 

Cirencester (Glos.): Trinity Chapel 207 
Cleeve (Som.): Abbey 183aa 
Eltham (Kent): Palace hall 199 
Ely (Cambs.): Cathedral octagon 345 
Ewelme (Oxon.): School 185aa 
Exeter (Devon): Cathedral nave c [p.84] 
Freslingfield (Suff.) Nave 196 
Glastonbury (Som.) Abbot’s barn 184; 

Abbot’s kitchen 202aa 
Great Chalfield (Wilts.):  Manor l [p.88]  
Great Malvern (Worcs.): 202 
Haslingfield (Cambs.): Aisle 265 
Keckington (Lincs.): Porch 176 
Hereford (Heref.): Vicars Choral 202bb 
Higham Ferrers (Northants.): Hospital 183 
Knapton (Norf.): Nave 198 
Lavenham (Suff.):  Gildhall m [p.89] 
Leicester (Leics.): St Martin’s aisle 205; choir 

206                                                                                       
Little Coxwell (Berks.): Nave 208 
Long Stanton (Cambs.): Nave 179 
Lypenhoe (Norf.): Nave 177 
North Walsham (Norf.): Aisle 267 
Northampton (Northants.): Hospital of St John 

173 
Norwich (Norf.): St Stephan’s 197 
Nurstead Court (Kent): Hall 180 
Outwell (Norf.): Aisle 200 
Palgrave (Suff.): Nave 194 
Penshurst (Kent): Hall 182 
Pulham (Norf.): Choir 191; Nave 203 
Salisbury (Wilts.): Cathedral a [83], e [85]; St 

Thomas 204 
South Wraxhall (Wilts.): Manor 193  
Stamford (Northants):  Hospital 204aa 
Stow Bardolf (Norf.): Nave 178 
Starston (Norf.): Nave 190 
Stuston (Suff.): Porch 175 
Swardestone (Norf.): Nave 174 
Tewkesbury (Gloucs.): Choir k [p.88] 
Walsoken (Norf.): South chapel 267aa 

Wells (Som.): Cathedral nave b [p.83], choir d 
[p.85]; Vicars Choral 185 

Westminster Hall 184aa 
Winchester (Hants.): Cathedral choir f, g 

[p.86]; nave h [p.87]; 181; St Cross 189 
Worcester (Worcs.): Guesten Hall 186 [now in 

Avoncroft Museum, Bromsgrove] 

[Fig. 202 cd and ce (p.128), referred to (in 
error) as cc are sections of an English C15 
clasped purlin roof, which is not identified.] 

 
France  
Alet les Bains (Aude): 170 
Amiens (Somme): 151 
Angers (Maine-et-Loire): St Martin 214aa; 

L’hôpital Saint-Jean 28, 109, 237 
Auxerre (Yonne): 218, 219 
Beaune (Côte-d'Or): 142, 144 
Beauvais (Oise): 150, 272, 352 
Blois (Loir-et-Cher): Saint-Saturnin 269 
Bordeaux (Gironde): 37 
Bourges (Cher): 32, 105 
Carcassonne (Aude): 262 
Châlons-en-Champagne (Marne): 154, 209 
Chamboy [Chambois] (Orne): 225 
Charlieu (Loire): 104 
Chartres (Eure-et-Loir): 31 
Châteaudun (Eure-et-Loir): 106-107, 224, 336 
Chaumont (Haute Marne): 335 
Chouzy [-sur-Cisse] (Loir et Cher): 268 
Cluny (Saône-et-Loire): 101-103, 216, 279, 

302 
Cordes (Tarn): 138, 139 
Dijon (Côte-d'Or): St Jean 230 
Etampes (Essonne): 34 
Figeac (Lot): 100  
Fontenay, Marmagne (Côte-d'Or): 215 
Kérouzéré (Finistère): 248 
Lagorce (Gironde): 166 
Laval (Mayenne): 290 
Lisieux (Calvados): 14 
Longchamps (Paris): 250 
Maubuisson (Val d’Oise): (249) 
Mauvezin-sur-Gupie (Lot-et-Garonne): 223  
Meslay (Loir-et-Cher): 228 
Metz (Moselle): Hôtel St Livier 140, 280 
Montferrand (Aude): 168, 169 
Nevers (Nièvre): 278 
Noirlac (Cher): 20, 221 
Orléans (Loiret): Haus 143, St Aignan 147 
Paris: 36, 344 
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Poitiers (Vienne): 108 
Pont-l'Abbé (Finistère): 167 
Provins (Seine-et-Marne): 141 
Puiseaux (Loiret): 329 
Reims (Marne): 38, 39, 149 
Rouen (Seine Maritime): 15, 30, 33, 146, 339 
St Germer [-de-Fly] (Oise): 271 
Ste-Marie-aux-Anglais (Calvados): 212 
Semur-en-Auxois (Côte-d'Or): 286b 
Sens (Yonne): 29, 261, 270 
Sully-sur-Loire (Loiret): 229 
[Silly-]Tillard (Oise); 284 
Tonnerre (Yonne): 220 
Toul (Meurthe-et-Moselle): 148 
Tours (Indre et Loire): 35, 217 
Troyes (Aube): 145 
Vermenton (Yonne): 162 

[Fig. 99 (p.48-9) is a typical detail found in 
French houses of C15, but is not identified]  
 
Germany 
Abbreviations for German Länder:  
BB = Brandenburg; BE = Berlin; BW = Baden-
Württemberg; BY = Bavaria; HB = Bremen;  
HE = Hesse; HH = Hamburg; NI = Lower Saxony; 
NW = North Rhine-Westphalia; MV = Mecklen-
burg-Vorpommern; RP = Rhineland-Palatinate;  
SA = Saarland; SH = Schleswig-Holstein;  
SN = Saxony; ST = Saxony-Anhalt;  
TH = Thuringia 
 
Altenhasslau (HE); 300 
Andernach (RP): 289 
Arnstein (BY): Kloster 24 
Bebenhausen (BW): Kloster 46 
Berlin (BE): Nikolaikirche 116 
Bernau bei Berlin (BB): Marienkirche 118   
Bernburg (ST): Marienkirche 120, 307 
Bersenbruck (NI): Nonnenkloster 227 
Bonn (NW): Münster 327 
Braunschweig (NI): Franzskanerkirche 130; 

Haus 10 (?) 
Bremen (HB): Liebfrauenkirche 319 
Bronnbach Kloster [Wertheim] (BW): 74 
Burgsteinfurt (NW): Haus 11  
Butzbach (HE): 232 
Cues = Bernkastel-Kues (RP) Hospitalkirche  

348 
Emden (NI): 159, 160 
Erfurt (TH): Severikirche 282, 294; 

Nikolaiturm 296; Haus 65 
Esslingen (BW): Rathaus 82 

Frankenberg in Hessen (HE): Rathaus 70, 334 
Frankfurt am Main (HE): Leinwandhaus 76; 

Steinernes Haus 81; Haus zum Fürsteneck 
75; Haus 285 

Fritzlar (HE): Dom 21 
Gerresheim (NW): 92 
Goslar (NI): 337 
Grebenstein (HE): Haus 69  
Grifte in Hessen (HE): 295 
Haina (HE): Klosterkirche (p.61 not illus.) 
Halberstadt (ST): Dom 71; Liebfrauenkirche 

304; Martinskirche 308 
Halle an der Saale (ST): Liebfrauenkirche 293 
Haselbach (TH): 321 
Havelberg (ST): Dom 59 
Hörste in Westfalen (NW): 331 
Heilbronn (BW): Kilianskirche 128 
Heiligenstadt (TH): Martinskirche 297 
Heiningen (BW): Klosterkirche 314 
Hildesheim (NI): Franziskankirche 132; 

Trinitatisspitale 13; Haus 10 (?) 
Jerichow (ST): Klosterkirche 305, 309 
Jüterbog (BB): Rathaus 91 
Kappel prob. = Spieskappel near Frielendorf 

(HE); Nonnenkloster 65 
Karden (Carden) = Treis-Karden (RP): 

Stiftsgebäude 19 
Koblenz (RP): St Castor 27 
Köln (NW): Am Hof 97; St Andreas 98 
Konstanz (BW): Münster 25 
Kriebstein =Kriebthal-Kribstein (SN):  

Burg 303 
Landshut (BY): Heiligengeistkirche 124 
Langenhorst (NW): 161  
Langlingen (NI): Haus 6 
Legden (NW): Haus 7-9 (see Vreden) 
Lienzingen bei Maulbronn (BW): 226aa  
Lippstadt (NW): Marienstadkirche 283, 332; 

Haus 62  
Lübeck (SH): Dom 326; Heiligen Geist 

Hospital: 44; Marienkirche 42, 257, 281; St 
Marien 260, 353; Petrikirche 328; Rathaus 
214, 239 

Lüne (NI): 226; Frauenkloster 252 
Lüneburg (NI): Aegidienkirche 316; 

Johanniskirche 318; Marienkirche 317 
Mainz (RP): St Stephan 40 
Marburg (HE): Elisabethkirche 58, 245, 246, 

Hochzeitshaus 274; Marienkirche 58aa; 
Rathaus 80; Schloss 133; Stadtkirche 322; 
Pastorat ?not illus, but see Grebenstein and 
Fig. 68 
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Maulbronn (BW): Zisterzienserkloster 23 
Meisenheim (RP): Schlosskirche 72 
Meissen (SN): Dom 129 
Metelen (NW): Haus 12 
Mülhausen (TH): Jakobikirche 310 
München (BY): Frauenkirche 126; Rathaus 

233 
[Hann.] Münden = Hannoversch Münden (NI): 

St Blasius 117; Haus 66, 67 
Niedermendig (RP): Kirche 16 
Neubrandenburg (MV): Marienkirche 114 
Neustadt in Hessen [HE]: Hansens Turm 298 
Niederwerth (RP): 343, 346 
Nordhausen (TH): Petrikirche 312 
Nürnberg (BY): Frauenkirche 122; Rathaus 

213; Klarakirche 213aa; roof 73; Haus am 
Maximiliansplatz 73 

Oberlahnstein (RP): Rathaus 87 
Pforta (ST): Klosterkirche 60; Kloster 86 
Pipping bei München (BY): Kirche 94 
Prenzlau (BB): Marienkirche 115* 
Rasdorf (HE): Stiftskirche 301 
Regensburg (BY): Rathaus 79; 

Obermünsterkirche 333; ‘Turmartiges 
Wohngebäude’ 61; ‘Frühgotisches Haus’ 
41 

Rothenburg ob der Tauber (BY): Tanzhaus 90 
Schwarzach (BW): Klosterkirche 26 
Schwäbisch Gmünd (BW): Marienkirche 121 
Schwerte (NW): 320 
Sindelfingen (BW): Stiftskirche 22 
Soest (NW): 253 
Spieskappel, see Kappel 
Stendal (ST): Petrikirche 306; Marienkirche 

311; Jakobikirche 116, 347 
Stralsund (MV): Dominikanerkirche 63, 110; 

Franziskanerkloster 244 
Stuttgart (BW): Stiftskirche 127; Lusthaus 

236; Wohnhaus 93 
Treysa (HE): Spitalkirche 119  
Trier (RP): Haus 152, 153, 155, 156, 157, 277; 

Dom 324; Gangolfskirche 326 
Überlingen (BW): Rathaus 96 
Ulm (BW): Münster 85; Rathaus 88 
Vreden (NW): Haus 7-9 (see Legden) 
Wasserburg am Inn (BY): Frauenkirche 131 
Werder bei Jüterbog (BB): Kleine Kirche 45  
Wernigerode (ST): Rathaus 292 
Wertheim (BW): Marienkapelle 77; 

Stadtkirche 78, 95 
Wienhausen (NI): Nonnenchor 41aa 

[Fig. 10 (p.5) is either Hildesheim or 
Brunswick;  Fig. 68 (p.33) is not located, but 
is like ones in Grebenstein and Marburg.]  
 
Italy 
Medieval roofs 1-4 
Aquileia: Basilica di Santa Maria Assunta 242 
Florence: San Miniato 164 
Fossanova, Priverno: Abbazia 171 
Merano (Tyrol): Capella di Santa Barbara 286 
Messina (Sicily): Duomo 163 
Rome: San Paolo fuori le Mura 136-137; 

Basilica di San Pietro 135 
Venice: San Giacomo del Oro 240; Murano, 

San Donato 165 
Verona: San Fermo 243; San Zeno 241 
 
Netherlands 
The Hague: Ridderzaal 247 
 
Norway 
Borgund: Stavkyrkje 5 
Gol: Stavkyrkje 263 [now in Norsk 

Folkemuseum at Bygdøy, Oslo] 
Oslo: Old Aker Church 264 
Vaernes: Church 17 
 
Poland  
(In 1908 these places now in Poland were in 
East and West Prussia, or the Russian Empire) 
Bartenstein (Bartoszyce): Johanniskirche 53 
Breslau (Wrocław): Kreuzkirche 57, 281aa 
Danzig (Gdansk): Bartholomäikirche 55; 

Katharinenkirche 50, 113, 349*; Petrikirche 
51 

Katznase (Kaczynos): Kirche 211 
Konitz (Chojnice): Johanniskirche 275 
Krakau (Kraków): Koll. Jagellonikum 54 
Marienwerder (Kwidzyn): Dom 112 
Mewe (Gniew): Kirche 111   
Pelplin: Klosterkirche 258 
Praust bei Danzig (Pruszcz Gdański): Kirche 

299 
Thorn (Toruń): Jakobskirche 47, 48; 

Johanniskirche, 56 
Zukau (Żukowo): Nonnenkloster 49 
                             ♣ 


